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the years 630 and 646. We learn from history that in
the year A. D. 639 the Chinese emperor T'ai Tsung sent
an army to invade Kao-ch'ang and punish its ruler, who
had dared to defy the imperial power. This ruler was
the Kii-wen-t'ai who had been Tuan-chuang's host. He
thought himself safe from Chinese invasion and boasted and
swaggered at the threat of a Chinese army coming into
his country until the invading force was actually within
his borders. When he learned, however, that the hostile
army was fast approaching his capital, he became so
utterly possessed by abject fear that he became helpless.
And his death soon followed. Hereupon his wise son and
successor at once submitted to the Chinese general who,
however, "extinguished Kaoch'ang"; whereupon T'ai Tsung
made its territory a Prefecture of the Empire. This pro-
cedure called forth a generous protest from one of the
Emperor's wise and faithful ministers, but the remonstrance
was in vain and in 640 Kaoch'ang became the Chinese
Hsi-chow (Hf ffi)- Thus Yuan-chuang, writing under imperial
orders and for the Emperor's reading, must needs take notice
of the great political change which had taken place in
ttffe Kaoch'ang country since the date of his visit. The
change proved bad for China and the new state of affairs
did not last very long. For the present, however, our
author has to describe the "Western Lands", that is, the
countries which were outside of the western border of the
Chinese empire. Up to 640 Kaoch'ang was one of these
countries, but from that year the empire reached on the
east to the ocean, and on the west to the kingdom which
was the first to the west of Kaoch'ang, viz. the A-fci-m of
this narrative.

There cannot be any doubt that the country which Yuan-
chuang here calls A-tti-ni (|5^f ^ jg) was, as has been stated
by others, that which is known in Chinese history as
TenJtfi (^ ^). This state rose to power in the Han
period, and from that time down to the T'ang dynasty it
bore in Chinese treatises this name Yenk'i which is still
its classical and literary designation in Chinese literature.